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struction impracticable, the French Government will agree to consider
that the line may traverse the polygon Barries-Keis-Maiil-Silbrad-Tel-
Hotsda-Mesu'ire before reaching zone "B".
8.	For a period of twenty years the Turkish Customs tariffs shall
remain in force throughout the blue and red zones as well as in zones
"A" and "B", and no increase in rates or alteration of ad valorem into
specific duties shall he made except with the consent of the two Powers.
There shall be no internal Customs between any of the above-men-
tioned zones. Customs duties leviable shall be levied at the ports of
entry and shall be transmitted to the administration of the zone for
which the goods are destined.
9.	It is understood that the French Government will never enter
upon any negotiations for the cession of its rights and will never
cede its rights in the blue zone to any third Power other than the
State or Confederation of Arab States, without the previous consent
of His Majesty's Government, which on its part shall give a similar
assurance with regard to the red zone.
 10.	The British  and French  Governments,  as  protectors  of the
Arab State, agree not to acquire, and will not consent to a third Power
acquiring,  territorial  possessions  in  the  Arabian   peninsula,  nor  to
construct a naval base in the islands off the east coast of the Red Sea;
but this shall not prevent such rectification of the frontier of Aden as
may be considered necessary in view of the recent aggression of the
Turks.
 11.	The negotiations with the Arabs in regard to the frontiers of
the Arab State or Confederation of States shall proceed in the same
way as before in the name of the two Powers.
 12.	It is further understood that measures for controlling the impor-
tation of arms into Arab territory shall be considered by the two
Governments.
No.  6.   Turkey's Acceptance of  President Wilson's  Suggestion  for
Peace Negotiations.
December 26, 1916.
REFERENCE.—American Journal of International Law, Special
Supplement, Volume 11,1917.
Ambassador Elkus to the Secretary of State.
(Telegram.)
AMERICAN EMBASSY,
Constantinople, Dec. 26, 1916.
In reply to the President's message communicated to the Sublime
Porte on the 23d instant, Minister for Foreign Affairs handed me
to-day a note of which the following is a translation:
MR. AMBASSADOR:
In reply to the note which Your Excellency was pleased to deliver
to me under date of the twenty-third instant, number 2107, containing
certain suggestions of the President of the United States, I have the
honor to communicate to Your Excellency the following:

